
Climate Change Questions from 2016 (remember the format this year is different! 
 

1. Why did the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol fail to achieve their greenhouse 
gas emission targets? Will the Paris Agreement succeed where Rio and Kyoto 
failed? In your answer, describe the commitments made by the Annex 1 state 
signatories in the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol. Develop an argument 
explaining the failure of Annex I parties to reach these commitments at a state and 
global level. Does the Paris Agreement offer a better chance to lower global 
greenhouse gas emissions? Why or why not? In your answer, use concepts and 
content from the course lectures and learning materials, including at least two of 
the readings below. 

 
2. Why it has proved so difficult to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in most states? 

What domestic political, economic and social obstacles have prevented concerted 
climate change action at the national level? Develop an argument explaining these 
obstacles at an individual, group, and state level. Does the Paris agreement offer a 
chance to overcome these domestic obstacles? In your answer, use concepts and 
content from the course lectures and learning materials, including at least two of 
the readings below. 

 
 
Sample Genomics Questions from 2016 (remember the format this year is different! 
 

1. How might genomic information threaten the human rights of individuals in 
society? How can individuals be protected? Develop an argument explaining the 
real and potential abuse of genetic information against individuals. In your 
answer, use concepts and content from the course lectures and learning materials, 
including at least two of the readings below. 
 

2. How might genomic information threaten the human rights of groups in society? 
How can groups be protected? Develop an argument explaining the real and 
potential abuse of genetic information against groups. In your answer, use 
concepts and content from the course lectures and learning materials, including at 
least two of the readings below. 
 

 
 
 
 


